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The who, the which
and the whatsit of
a tricky adaptation

Making ‘A Wrinkle in Time’ a musical called for ingenuity

BY SorHIA NGUYEN

During a recent rehearsal, with three tall
puppets shaped like fuzzy purple periscopes
standing nearby, the cast and creators of the
new musical “A Wrinkle in Time" were
trying to nail a key scene of Act 2. It was a
particularly strange and potent moment in
a story full of them: Young Meg Murry
(Taylor Iman Jones) lies crumpled on the
surface of the planet Ixchel. She and her
companions have crash-landed there, hav-
ing suffered a terrible loss. Meg's soul has
been injured. Ome of Dochels inhabitants
{Andrea Jones-Sojola) draws near.

“Aunt Beast” Meg asks her, trembling,
“will there be pain?”

“Yes,” Aunt Beast replies, truthful but not
unkind.

Theirencounter is one of the most impor-
tant in the original 1962 novel, according to
Charlotte Jones Voiklis, lead producer and
one of author Madeleine L'Engles grand-

A rehearsal for “A Wrinkle in Time,”
a world-premiere musical that runs
at Arena Stage through July 20.

daughters — so much =0 that the show's
compaoser and lyricist, Heather Christian,
avoided writing it

Christian came to realize that the mo-
ment'’s power derives from its stillness: “In
most children’s books, there's just this con-
stant feeling of adrenaline of pushing
forward to solve the problem, of getting
more energy, getting braver, getting whatev-
er, she said, as members of the creative
team took a lunch break in the rehearsal
roo. “Madeleine slowed us down and took
us to Ixchel tosit for a while”

“AWrinkle in Time™ follows prickly Meg,
her brilliant younger brother Charles Wal-
lace and their friend Calvin as they search
the universe for Meg and Charles’s physicis
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